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PROMS IN THE PARK

Continued on page 10

aturday 9th July saw a real Proms in the Park in our little village at the 

Leys! Rule Britannia.... Jerusalem.... and a wonderful mix of entertaining 
music. Coupled with warm sunshine, Pimms, BBQ, picnics and the sight 

S
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10 Main Street, Harby,
Melton Mowbray LE14 4BNC J GreenHARBY GARAGE

Telephone 01949 860213

BODYWORK, ACCIDENT DAMAGE,
GENERAL MECHANICAL REPAIR

Mon - Fri 7 am - 7 pm
Sat      7.30 am - 7 pm
Sun          9 am - 1 pm

       

        the
        tea
        junction

W J Smith
Building & Roofing Contractors

Established 35 years
All types of building & roofing work undertaken

No job too small
For a quote at competitive rates telephone :

Home - 01949 860169 Mobile - 07946172571 

0776 781 2514
Mon - Fri 8 am - 2 pm
           Sat 8 am - 1 pm

P h o n e   a n d   c o l l e c t

Repairs * Furniture Stripping * Upholstery * Rattan 
Caning * Wicker & Rush Work * Leather Work * 

Marquetry & Inlays * Veneers * Woodturning

Tel: 01949 860687 or 07989 697041

Furniture 
Restoration
& French 
Polishing
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Editor’s Ramblings 

The Proms in the Park was great entertainment, the weather was warm and sunny, and 
there was plenty of open-air food - three of my favourite things. So let me tell you 

something about food and give you some edjukashun an culcha. In the 1500s, wealthy 
people had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some of the 
lead to leach onto the food, and this led to death by lead poisoning. This happened 

most often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were considered 
poisonous.

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would sometimes knock 

the imbibers out cold for a couple of days. They could be easily mistaken for being 
dead, and could be prepared for burial. But to check whether they were dead or just 

unconscious, they were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family 
would gather around and eat and drink and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence 
the custom of holding a wake.

England being old and small, it started running out of places to bury people. So locals 

would have to dig up coffins and take the bones to a bone-house, to reuse the grave. 
When reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks on 

the inside and it was realized that people had been buried alive.... So, a string would be 
tied on the wrist of the corpse, led through the coffin, up through the ground, and tied 
to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in the graveyard all night (the graveyard shift) 
to listen for the bell; thus, someone could be saved by the bell, or was considered a 
dead ringer.

To end with a philosophical note: give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him 

how to fish and he will sit in a boat and drink beer all day.

Useful numbers
Leicestershire Police 0116 222 2222

Crimestoppers  0800 555 111
Harby Neighbourhood Watch     860081

NHS Direct  08 45 46 47
Long Clawson surgery 01664 822214
Childline  0800 11 11

Samaritans  08457 90 90 90
Severn Trent Water 0800 783 4444

Melton Borough Council  01664 502 502

The Harby Journal editor is

Kevin Becken, 5 Boyers Orchard, 
Harby.

Tel:  01949 860081

email: kevinbecken@talktalk.net

Submission by the 15th of each 
month for the following month 

edition.

Bottesford Police Station
opening times

Mondays 2 pm - 4 pm
Wednesdays 6 pm - 8 pm
  Fridays    10 am - 12 noon

except Bank Holidays
At other times contact

0116 222 2222 or
999 in an emergency

Post Office at Harby Garage
41 Nether Street, Harby, LE14 4BW

Mon to Friday 9 am - 5.30 pm

Saturday 9 am  - 1 pm
Sunday  Closed
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Harby Church of England Primary School
expanding horizons, exploring potential for children aged 4 -10 yrs

phone/fax    01949860553           e-mail    
office.school@harby.leics.sch.uk

www.harbyleicssch.org.ik

Child care with Planet Play 2009  2010

Good 
Luck 
with 
your 
next 

step on 
your 

journey

SATs Results
The school is extremely pleased with our KS1 and KS2 SATs results with children 
in both cohorts exceeding expected targets and exceeding national standards. The 
results reflect the hard work and effort applied by the children and staff and 
compare extremely favourably with national scores. Our Key Stage 2 results are 
our best yet and we are really delighted with the high levels achieved.

Year 6 
Leavers
Ten children  
are leaving 
school this 
year; we wish 
them every 

happiness and success in their new schools. They are such a talented group and take with 
them a range of knowledge, skills and interests.

They have been great group of children and their contribution to our school will be greatly 
missed. Academically they have had wonderful success and they have had many sporting 
successes whilst musically the group contains some talented performers. The staff have 
enjoyed (well most of the time!) working with them and we will look back at lots of fun 
along the way with some special moments during our residential visits. Good luck!!!!!
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Rocky Monster Show

The musical production was a great success playing to two audiences of 
around two hundred people. Donations raised over £120 for the charity 
Children with Cancer UK. 
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HARBY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
June 23rd - Candles, Quotes and Girl Talk -

Mrs M. Rampley.

Maggie began her very funny talk by telling us that "you won't 

learn very much tonight but we may have a good chat and a laugh" 
and we certainly did. As the title suggests she touched on various 

topics including history, poetry and comedy and invited us all to participate 
with our own memories or guotes.

She began with her memories as a child of wash-days. Of washing blowing on 

a line and how important it was to hang it all out properly in case the 
neighbours were watching! We discussed the merits of dolly-tubs, coppers and 
scrubbing boards, and how her grandma would cook the Xmas pudding in the 

copper. The women would also wash their hair on wash-days to save water 
and use dolly-blue to lighten their hair and also to whiten their clothes. Clothes 

were aired in front of the coal fire and when they were taken away there was 
a blast of hot air in the room.

That was the women’s memories, but the men’s memories were of eating 

bubble and squeak left over from the Sunday roast, and the 2nd apple pie, as 
two were baked on the Sunday and the 2nd one eaten on the Monday!

She read some lovely poetry, some poignant and some very funny and a few 

hilarious quotes which are a bit too risque to print! She was going to light 
candles but for some reason elf 'n safety would not allow it so that was a 

shame, but it was a very enjoyable evening which got us all talking and 
exchanging memories.

August 25th - Oprah Winfrey Touched My Elbow - Mr G. Keal.

All new members and guests always welcome.

Written by the Lovely Jane Wheeler

We would like to thank everyone who paid us a visit on the occasion 

of our Diamond Wedding Anniversary. We had a lovely day with our 

family and friends, a day to remember. Thank you all for your lovely 
cards and especially for your donations for the Long Clawson Medical 

Practice.  A grand total of £406 was given to the Practice, which will go towards 
providing Resuscitation equipment. In their letter of thanks they look forward 

to using the donation to improve the care of patients. Thank you all again and 
we hope you enjoyed your day with us as much as we did.

Anne & John Dames



7

TREE WARDEN’S NOTES 

What’s this tree? 
As the autumn draws in, the fruits and 
seeds of the Flowering crab ‘Golden 
Hornet’ (Malus x Zumi) ripen with 
autumn colours. This is a great tree for the 

smaller garden as it is compact, only 
growing up to 3m high. It can be seen in 
Harby at Harby Hall Farm, between School 

Lane and St Mary’s church. The ‘Golden 
Hornet’ bears huge crops of bright yellow 

fruits that last well into autumn and winter. 
Take a close look, and you will probably see 

some bees - they take particular interest in 
the nectar and pollen.

Also in Harby Hall Farm you’ll see a Red horse chestnut (Aesculus x 
carnea). This is a hybrid between the horse chestnut and the American red 

buck eye, originally native in the Himalayas. The flowers are long dark pink or 
red spikes – not to be confused with the larger white flowers of the horse 

chestnut.  The fruit is smaller than the horse chestnut and does not have 
spines, The tree can be frequently seen in England and Wales, widely planted 

in parks and formal gardens for its red flowers.

Alan Semper, 01949 861109 alan.semper@talktalk,net
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VALLEY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Welcome to VCF notices for August
How could a God who is perfect live side by side in heaven 

with people like us who aren't? That's like asking if Oxford 
or Cambridge University could admit someone with no GCSEs. Then what are 

we to do? Find a worthy substitute, or be lost for ever! That's where Jesus 
comes in; He's the Good Shepherd who gave his life for the sheep. It's the great 

transfer! At the cross God placed all our sins on Christ, and at the point of 
believing faith He places all Christ's righteousness on us. Awesome!

Actor Kevin Bacon recalls when his six year old son saw the movie 'Footloose' 

for the first time: ' "Hey, Dad, you know that part in the movie where you swing 
from the rafters? That's really cool, how did you do that?" I said, "Well, I didn't 

do that part... it was a stuntman." "What's a stuntman?" he asked. "That's 
someone who dresses like me and does things I can't do." "Oh" he replied, and 
walked out of the room looking a little confused. Later, he said, "Hey, Dad, you 

know that part in the movie where you spin around on that gym bar and land 
on your feet? How did you do that?" I said, "Well, I didn't do that either. That 

was a gymnastics double." "What's a gymnastics double?" he asked. "That's a 
guy who dresses in my clothes and does things I can't do." Then my son asked 

"Dad, what did you do?" "I got all the glory," I sheepishly replied.' 

The songwriter put it this way: 'Dressed in His righteousness I alone, faultless 
to stand before Thy throne.  On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is 

sinking sand'.

(Extract written by Bob Gass, author of Word for Today, published by UCB)

SUNDAY SERVICES IN AUGUST commencing at 10.30 am 

7th Morning Service and dedication of Isaac Nascimento, grandchild of 
Roger  and Ruth De Silva

14th Morning Service with visiting speaker Graham Beer from Riverside 
Church,  Southwell.

21st Morning Service and Junior Church
28th Short Worship Service

WHAT ELSE?
Alpha courses, Home groups, Babes and Tots, Jubilee Club (60+ friendship group), 

Marriage prep courses, Art Workshops and more. Check out what's happening at 
VCF by logging on to harbycf.org.uk.

LISTEN TO UCB RADIO on DAB or streamed from the Internet at ucbmedia.co.uk
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HARBY ST MARY’S CHURCH
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY AUGUST 2011
Sunday 7th 8.30am Holy Communion

Sunday 14th 6.30pm Evensong

Sunday 21st 6.30pm Compline

Sunday 28th 10.30pm Family Service

No church lunch this month

Congratulations

We wish Anne and John Dames congratulations on their diamond wedding 
anniversary.

Thanks

Grateful thanks to Ken Fulton for making the new church notice board and to 

Barry Carey for the art work.

Condolences

The funeral service of Alan Wright was on the 17th June followed by cremation at 
Wilford Hill.

We are sorry to hear of the death of Stephen Botterill. We send our condolences 

to both families.

Links to the past

The ashes of Jean Towler who was born in Harby, were interred in the family 
grave on July 6th. Jean was the eldest daughter of an ex-head of Harby School. 

She lived in Canada for many years. The service was taken by Judith Wells. 

Join in the fun

Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust are holding a 'Ride and Stride' Churches and 
Chapels Open Day on Saturday 10th September 2011.

Free booklets - WORD FOR TODAY.  Full of inspiration for every day explained in a 

practical 'down to earth' way.  Published by UCB (United Christian Broadcasters).  If 
you would like a copy Ring Ruth on 861461, Joy on 861415 or UCB on 0845 60 40 
401 .  Alternatively try checking out their web site at lookingforgod.com 

For further information on any courses or activities please contact Pastor Steven 
Wright (861835) To book the small hall for children's parties or other functions 
please contact Ruth De Silva (861461).  Please note before booking that there is a 

no smoking and no alcohol policy on the premises for party events.



10

... Land of Hope and Glorrrr-rrrrry...

... Mother of the Free...
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                         a wonderful evening with the 

                         A tremendous atmosphere, 
                         ng a great night out. Exit polls 

                            t will need to be repeated next 
                         raised for the Hall.

                     of Village Hall Events will be 

                           ue of the Harby Journal.

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH
Never, under any circumstances, take a 
sleeping pill and a laxative on the same night.

    ography:  
    Ablewhite

My flag’s gawn 
awl squiffy, 

More Pimms! 

we are sailing... WE ARE SAILINGGGGG

Music to 
 ur beers
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Let’s go out for a walk this week!  

 Vale of Belvoir Ramblers
 August 2011 walks
Sunday 7 Bleasby, Notts 6 miles morning walk 
 Leisurely walk to Hazelford Ferry and along the Trent 

Sunday 14 Waltham on Wolds, Leics  11 miles day walk 
 Rural walking at its best to Croxton Kerrial and Branston

Saturday 20 Goyt Valley, Derbys 11 miles day walk 
 High exposed moorland and sheltered woodland valleys

Sunday 21 Wye Valley, Derbys  11 miles day walk 

 Chee Dale, Miller's Dale, Monsal Head and back over top

Walks up to about 6 miles are half day or evening duration; day walks 
over 6 miles include a short lunch stop.

New walkers are always welcome for 2 or 3 walks before joining the Ramblers. When 

you join the Ramblers you can choose which local group to belong to, but you’re free 
to go on any Ramblers groups' walks.

For information about Ramblers local groups and walks, see the online Walks Finder at 

www.ramblers.org.uk or call 0115 9825600 for more information and a free Vale of 
Belvoir Ramblers programme. 

Hunters Lodge Bed, Old Dalby

We met with Dr Briggs, Chairman of the Crescent Consortium, to hear 
his vision for the frail and elderly. There will be 17 beds reserved at 

Melton Community Hospital, specifically to care for elderly patients.  
They aim to improve the speed of initial assessment, and to have a 

care-of-the-elderly doctor in charge of the ward. As your PPG we do 
support these improvements.  However, this does not help patients using Hunters Lodge, 
as our bed prevents patients from being admitted to hospital in the first place.

The PPG will refer the matter to the Strategic Health Authority for further advice.

Is Long Clawson Rural? 

We believe it is and so do many of you. Over 200 letters were sent to the Primary Care 
Trust - thanks to all of you who wrote in. The decision will be taken in two months time.

Please welcome Dr Katie Rice

Dr Katie Rice starts at the surgery on 8th August 2011, replacing Dr Amanda Gallop who 

retires from the NHS on 31st August. Dr Gallop will be sorely missed but we hope you can 
all welcome Dr Rice into the surgery team and make her feel welcome. Dr Rice will be 
working predominantly on Monday and Tuesday, and she will also be running a minor 

surgery clinic. For more details, please contact reception.

Lynne Marshall, Chairman 
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  PRESENT

An evening of sketches, music
  and general silliness

ONCE MORE BEFORE THE ONCE MORE BEFORE THE ONCE MORE BEFORE THE ONCE MORE BEFORE THE 
INK DRIESINK DRIESINK DRIESINK DRIES

£12.50 including buffet supper     *     Licensed Bar

Saturday   17th  September 2011
at Harby Village Hall

Show commences 7.30pm

Tickets available from 22nd August 2011 from:

Eddie Lilley  01949 861409
Richard Hedley  01949 861747
Sally Fagan  07967 699614

Friday 5th August
BBQ and Open Gardens 6.30 - 9.00pm

A warm, fun and sociable evening, bring your family and friends and enjoy the 

beautiful gardens at Dove Cottage.
Tickets available now £7.50 for a 2 course supper (children under 

10 eat free). 

Bar available, wheelchair friendly! 

Saturday 17th September
Auction and Table Top Sale

Viewing 12 noon with Bidding starting at 1.30pm

This is the second of our annual fundraising auctions!
Come along and bid for a bargain. Also, don’t forget to clear 

out your attics, sheds and garages, donations of items are welcome during 
w/c 5th September.

Dove Cottage Day Hospice, Canal Lane, Stathern, Melton Mowbray, LE14 4EX
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  NHW – Reminders
Parking on pavements – to wilfully obstruct the 

footpath is illegal. No-one wants to be responsible for a person 
(especially a child) being seriously injured or killed because the 

pedestrian has had to walk in the road around a vehicle. 

Discourage traders/visitors from parking on footpaths. Leicestershire 
constabulary can be contacted on 0116 222 2222.

Pinfold Lane – a resident has expressed concern about children (and some 

adults!) cycling the incorrect way along this one way street. “Better safe than 
sorry”.

Holidays – Remember to use  timer switches for lights and radio, and ask a 

friend or neighbour to pull curtains and collect post if necessary.

Beat meetings – Members of the police beat team hold regular beat 

meetings at Dove Cottage Tea rooms to meet the public  - the first Tuesday of 
each month. Next meeting: Tuesday 2nd August 2.00 – 3.30 pm. Just drop 

in.

Gill Becken,  Principal NHW coordinator

HOSE BALL 2011
Saturday, October 1st. 

Commences 7pm Ticket price  £30 

IN PANTOLAND
By Hose School PFA.

at Hose Village Hall

For one night only!
Black Tie/Fancy Drag optional!

Tickets include Pre-Dinner Drink, Dinner, Live Band, Disco plus more! 

Tickets available from Penny’s Post Office, The Green, Hose. 

Table booking forms available also from Penny.



15

Would you know how to save a life?’
For just two hours of your time you could learn 
simple life saving skills by attending a Heartstart 

UK emergency life support course. Heartstart UK is an initiative co-ordinated by 
the British Heart Foundation aimed at teaching members of the public what to do 
in an emergency situation.

This course is provided free of charge, and covers a range of skills including CPR, 
the recovery position and how to manage severe bleeding. At the end of the course 
you will receive a certificate of attendance.

The last Heartstart courses for this year will be held on:
6th September and 26th October, 7.00 pm start

For further details of the course, venues or to book a place contact Jayne 
Whitehead 01949 860662

BUZZ OFF
On an early morning walk last month over the disused railway  and up the 
slope of Harby Hill I took these two photographs of a buzzard, the most 

common bird of prey in the British Isles. The ground was being heated in 
the summer sun which caused the air to rise and give an up-draught which 

held the bird hovering on its 
outstretched wings, searching the 

ground below with its keen eyes for 
its breakfast of a field mouse or 
young rabbit. The buzzard used to 

be a bird only seen in the west of the 
UK but in the last ten years it has 

become common in the east side of 
the country as well. This increase is 

because it is now illegal to hunt 
these creatures and some strong 

pesticides that got into the food 
chain and damaged the buzzards 

have been withdrawn.  Even so 
there are only about 85,000 of these 

birds in the whole of the United 
Kingdom. That is 100 times the 

number of people living in Harby.

Leslie Cram
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Drama in the Vale present:  

‘Give us a Cluedo’
written by Jayne Whitehead

Friday 9th September 
Saturday 10th September 
7.30pm at Barnstone Village Hall
Tickets £5.  Refreshments during interval.
Contact 01949 860662 for details/tickets

Do you live in Melton Borough?
Have you had a fall or are you worried about 

falling?
If so Voluntary Action Melton may be 

able to help.
Our home based exercise programme for older people is 
designed to prevent falls by improving strength and 
balance enabling older people taking part to feel more 

confident and independent in their everyday activities.

The programme is free except for a small refundable 
deposit for the loan of a set of ankle weights.

If you, a family member, or anyone you know is 
interested in the programme please contact
Sue Sharp, Activity for Health Co-ordinator for 

more details by ringing 01664 485302 or 
emailing sue@voluntaryactionmelton.org.uk. 
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The Journal is 
printed through 

the generosity 
of the British 

Parachute 
School, Langar.

For details of 
parachute jumping and sky-diving :

01949 860878.

skydivelangar.co.uk

A happy and warm
environment for children

from the age of two
Open on Mon, Tues, Thurs and

Fri, 9.00am – 12.45pm
Contact Viv Hewson: 01949 861158 at 
Harby Village Hall or 01949 860354

 

HARBY VILLAGE HALL
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Kitchen facilities are available for all 
users, and we can arrange a manned 
bar too if you wish.
For details of 
available dates and 
hire rates, contact
Kevin Becken:   
01949 860081

EXECUTIVE CARS
Luxury Mercedes Travel

For Up To

7 Passengers

All UK Airports & Ports

01664 820077
or

07926 915443

EASTWELL FETE
Saturday 20th August from 11.00am to 5.00pm.

A day for all the family, with great
all-day entertainment and plenty to do.

For more information, please go to   www.eastwellfete.co.uk

or contact   SueWatford@aol.com   tel 01949 861256
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Stathern Garage
We now service and repair
Vehicle Air Conditioning

Re-gas, Service,
Leak Test & Clean 

Prices from just £45.00 + VAT
For prompt and personal attention

call in or 
Telephone 01949 860205

G A R Y   S M I T H
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN FROM POINTING A 
CHIMNEY TO BUILDING A HOUSE.

EXTENSIONS AND ALTERATIONS A 
SPECIALITY.

ALL DOMESTIC JOINERY, BRICKWORK 
AND PLASTERING.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01949 860474

EMAIL - INFO@GCSMITH-BUILDER.CO.UK
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.GCSMITH-BUILDER.CO.UK.

M. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTDM. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTDM. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTDM. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTD
 Agricultural and Plant ContractorAgricultural and Plant ContractorAgricultural and Plant ContractorAgricultural and Plant Contractor

                Plant Hire   •   All Ground Works etc
• Small or large scale landscaping

• House footings; driveways; ponds & lakes

• Competitive rates

••••    Free quotes

Southlea,  3 Stathern Lane,  Harby,  Melton Mowbray,  Leics,  LE14 4DA 
Telephone 01949 860288     Mobile 07971 022867

Little Langar Lodge
Bed and continental breakfast.

Self-contained Spacious En-suite
Apartment with balcony and

private Entrance.

Off road parking
Internet access

Two double rooms
Viewing welcome.

Harby Road, Langar, Notts. 

Tel/fax  01949-860429
www.littlelangarlodge.com

Home 
Carers 

Carers required 
in Vale of Belvoir 

area.

Experience is not 
essential as all 
training and 

support is 
provided.

Car owners required, walking rounds 

available in Scalford and Waltham.
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WILLIAM
ROBERTS AND SONS

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Est 1930

Dignity and Discretion from a local business

Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental Stonework

Devon Ford, Devon Lane, Bottesford
Tel: (01949) 842401 - (24 Hours)

Contact us for information on pre-paid arrangements with Golden Charter

BRIAN COTTINGHAM & SONBRIAN COTTINGHAM & SONBRIAN COTTINGHAM & SONBRIAN COTTINGHAM & SON
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS

Electrical installations - domestic, commercial and industrial
Electrical breakdown maintenance and repairs
Electrical installation inspection and testing

Lee Cottingham
Tel: 01949 869449  * Mobile: 07860 430 722

Email: lee@briancottingham.co.uk


