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The Beat Goes On
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HARBY

GARAGE
Telephone 01949 860213

FOR ALL BODYWORK,
ACCIDENT DAMAGE &  GENERAL

MECHANICAL REPAIR
And pop in to our Cafe -

Tea Room Junction
Opening hours - Monday, Wednesday,

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 8 am- 6 pm.
Tuesday 8 am - 2 pm.

BELVOIR OIL HEATI NG 
& PL UMBI NG
OFTEC REGISTERED

SERVICE, REPAIRS,
AND NEW INSTAL LATIONS

Richard Knott, 5 Burton Close, Harby
Leicestershire LE14 4DF 

Telephone and Fax. 01949 860266
Mobile: 07753 807310 

Email: richard.knott@BTopenworld.com

� � � � � �
� � 	 	 � 
 � �� � 	 	

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

SUPPORT 

YOUR VILLAGE  HALL
Contact Fran Hansford
Telephone 861835 

The Red House, School  Lane,  Harby

LITTLE   LANGAR   LODGE
Bed and continental breakfast.

Self-contained. Spacious
Scandinavian style room with 

balcony. En-suite second room for 
friends, family or colleagues. 

Available all year. Viewing welcome.

Harby Road, Langar , Notts. 

Tel/fax  01949 869074

www.littlelangarlodge.com

W J Smith & Son
Building & Roofing Contractors

Established 30 years

All types of building & roofing work undertaken.
No job too small

For a quote at competitive rates telephone : 
      Home - 01949 860169, Mobile - 07946172571 & 078341924 
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We’ve had the hottest April  - so what next?
Records show that April was the warmest since records began. So, what more can 
we expect? I’ve been observing horticultural activity for over forty years. This 
includes butterfl ies and insect activity, and their role as pests in our gardens! And 
this year it looks as if we’re about three weeks ahead of the last couple of years.

In March here in Harby we had the lovely large yellow Brimstone butterfly which 
over winters here in our Leylandii hedges and other evergreens. The Peacock 
butterfly, which also over winters here, was about much earlier than usual. In April 
there were sightings of  the beautiful small Holly Blue and the Orange Tip, both 
usually associated with May. The Cabbage White usually on the wing in May and 
June, was four weeks early!

I had summer-flowering All iums in full bud at the end of March, and now, as I 
write, they are in full f lower in a sheltered spot. Anemones have flowered with me 
since the third week of  March and Peonies produced the most rapid growth I have 
ever seen. They are now a mass of unequalled blooms.

The Housemartins returned on their journey from South Africa at 6am, 26th April - 
but have not returned to the nest, although they 
investigated a few times.

Climate change, for whatever reason, is certainly here. 
And we have to be aware of  it!

Jim McIntosh

Jim McIntosh is a former Chair of BBC Radio Leicester’s 
“Down to Earth” weekly gardening programme. For twenty 
years he was a member of Britain’s first local radio gardening 
programme and the UK’s first local radio station (which 
celebrated its 40th anniversary on the 29th May).
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The Jubilee Club will be 
hosting their annual 'Tea 
At Three' event for Dove 
Cottage Hospice on 
Thursday 28th June 
between 2.30 - 4.00 pm.  
Cakes, raffle, tombola 
and more. Please join us 
on the day and help us 
raise a worthy sum for 
such a good cause.  Our 
scrumptious cream teas 
will be available all 
afternoon!
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STATHERN FESTIVAL 15th  – 24th  June 2007
Not long now ti ll  our third Stathern Festival – a ten day bonanza of over 20 events, 
with something for every member of  the family. This year’ s events include
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Tickets and of ficial programmes on sale now in 
Stathern Stores. A lternatively you can download 
event information and a booking form from our 
brand new website www.stathernfestival.co.uk. 
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We run raffles and tombolas continuously at Dove Cottage - any donations of raffle / tombola prizes 
would be very much appreciated.  We are also able to sell ladies clothing therefore any donations 
of items in new or good saleable condition would benefit us greatly.

Dove Cottage Day Hospice Canal Lane Stathern MELTON MOWBRAY LE14 4EX
Tel: 01949 860303  Fax: 01949 861466  email: office@dovecottage.org

Website www.dovecottage.org  Registered Charity No. 1057941

A huge thank you to all  those who came to our 
Clothes Sale and our Annual Summer Fete in May 
- we real ly appreciate your continued support
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It was with great sadness we heard of the death of Colin Marshall on the 26th April 
2007 aged 64 years.

He joined Harby School in 1975 and was a very enthusiastic, hardworking and 
talented head teacher who did much to promote the good name of the school.

Mr Marshall fostered co-operation and integration of the school into vil lage life. 
Many former pupils and parents wil l recall the craft afternoons, cookery sessions, 
pig roasts, school trips and the fun of sports day, pantomimes and plays.

Mr Marshall was f riendly and encouraging who enabled pupils and staff to achieve 
of their best and attain good results in a happy and caring environment.

Colin was a superb head to work for, had a wry sense of  humour, was always 
helpful, encouraging, and valued what you did. It was privilege to have known and 
worked with him.

While at the school he became part of vil lage life and will be sadly missed but 
fondly remembered by all who knew him.

Representatives of  former staff , pupils, governors and parents of Harby attended his 
funeral at Asfordby Church. The church was packed full, only one chair remained 
empty, that of Colin’s who was Church Warden, which says much for the man.

Pat Barrett and Anne Dames.

The Late Colin Mar shall

Head teacher of Har by C of E Pr imary School

HARBY ST MARY’ S CHURCH
Rev Robin Stapleford, Belvoir team Vicar, 01949 860269

DATES FOR YOUR DI ARY JUNE 2007

Sunday 3r d June - Trinity Sunday - 8.30 am Prayer 
Book Communion. 3.00 pm Royal British Legion 80th Anniversary Service. 

Wednesday 6t h J une - 12.15 pm   lunch in Vil lage Hall.

Sunday 10th June - 6.30 pm  Evensong.

Sunday 17th June - No service at Harby, alternative service 10.30 am L ong 
Clawson, Family Service.

Sunday 24th June - 10.30 am  Family Service.

Satur day  J une 30th -  2.00 to 4.00 pm Garden fete on V icarage L awn. 

Sunday 1st  July   - 4.00 pm Vicarage Lawn, Joint Open Air Service with Valley 
Christian Fellowship followed by picnic
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Parish Council News � � � � Cllr A.M.Dames

The Parish Council held their Annual General Meeting at Hose Village Hall on the 
14th May 2007. The meeting had been brought forward by a week following the 
May Elections. The Council is short of three members; one for Hose and two for 
Harby, as insuff icient persons had been nominated for election. A  notice has been 
on the Parish Notice boards asking for volunteers to be co-opted on to the Council. 
Two names for Hose, and three for Harby, have been put forward. As only two 
were present at the May meeting, these persons have been asked to attend a re-
convened meeting of the Parish Council on the 4th June 2007.

John Machine was elected Chairman for the coming year with Anne Dames as 
Vice Chairman. Both will represent the Council on the Leicestershire &  Rutland 
Association of  Parish and Local Council at their Melton Branch. Representatives 
on other organisations were deferred until a full compliment of  Council lors are in 
place.

The first meeting of the new Council proceeded to address the items for the 
monthly meeting.

Planning applications for Hose and Long Clawson and one for Harby were 
discussed. Sycamore Farm, Harby, was for an extension to the bungalow. No 
objections were raised. The application for a new vil lage hall in Harby and two 
semi-detached dwellings on the old village hall site were considered. The Council 
understood there were reservations from the County on highway grounds for both 
applications. The Parish Council did not consider the access to the properties on 
the old vil lage hall site should carry undue weight as it was no worse than most of 
the properties on School Lane, but there were reservations regarding three storey 
dwellings. Whilst members were in agreement to a new hall on the Leys area, there 
were a number of  amendments they would like to see which they consider would 
improve the new vil lage hall and the surrounding area. Members were agreeable to 
a lease of 50 years to the Vil lage Hall Committee for the whole area, but wil l retain 
a 12 metre strip from f ront to back of the site, which would not be part of  the lease, 
but which could be let to the Vil lage Hall Committee. This is an exciting venture 
for our community and we must do all we can to get it right.

We are sti ll  awaiting action with regard to new signs for those properties that 
missed out when all houses were renumbered and renamed. Action on the amount 
or scrap on the land at Bridge Farm, Colston Lane,  is stil l  awaited. Reminders will 
be sent to MBC.

A quotation will be requested  for the repair of the Leys Car Park. Council lor 
Byron Rhodes agreed to progress the gate replacement for Lovers Walk with the 
CC. and a request wil l be made to MBC to sweep the path.

All members adopted the new code of  conduct and would sign the declaration of 
acceptance of office and complete the Register of Members Interests.  
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BUS SERVICE NUMBER 22

Dear Editor,

I am writing in reply to the article by Mike Weston in the May edition about the 
Trent/Barton bus service 22 to Nottingham.

Mike is clearly very angry about the loss of this service. I expect most of  your 
readers l ike me are disappointed too. Sadly Mike is only one of  22 people f rom 5 
Leicestershire vil lages who use this service in a week. That is an average of  5 per 
day < 1 per journey. Harby is the largest generator of passenger journeys, 9 in total 
over a 4 day period, the majority to Nottingham. 

The subsidy which the County Council would have to find is £13,000 per annum to 
continue the service. Assuming everyone who uses the outward service also returns 
the same way the subsidy per journey is £5.68, nearly twice the standard fare.

It should also be noted that the County Council subsidises the 24, 25 and 26 services 
at an annual cost of £120,000 per annum. So they can hardly be accused of  
neglecting NE Leicestershire.

Integrated bus services are an aspiration but there must also be a clear demand for 
them to be affordable. To continue a service which uses a polluting bus for very few 
passengers is not a good use of  Council Taxpayers money, nor is it good for the 
environment. But it may be possible to provide a lower cost arrangement to help 
people without alternative transport to get to the Cropwell Bishop doctors. I am 
trying to establish how much demand there would be for such a service. Please 
phone me on 01949 860029 or email byronrho@aol.com if you would be likely to 
use it.

Yours sincerely,
Byron Rhodes

Community Forums are to be set up throughout the Council, at the Government 
instigation. Melton Borough Community Partnership have decided to provide an 
Online Community Forum, where any resident can put in their concerns, requests and 
suggestions. These will be acted upon straight away, if  that is possible, or go to the 
Core Group of the Melton Community Forum. A meeting will be held each year for 
residents to air their views. It is hoped by approaching the matter in this way it will not 
increase unduly the number of meetings held, and will reach the maximum of 
residents. A review of the process will be held at the end of 12 months.

I have suggested to the Council that it may be beneficial to us all if we were to hold a 
meeting, perhaps twice a year, in each vil lage to enable residents to meet the PC 
informally. This would be an opportunity for the exchange of ideas and concerns, and 
may be beneficial to the community as a whole. Do let me know what you think.

Let us hope we get a full complement of  council lors at our next meeting, on the 4th 
June 2007 in Hose V il lage Hall. Members of  the public are welcome to all PC 
meetings and time is allocated for residents to express their concerns before the 
commencement of  the meeting.
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Twenty-nine members had a very enjoyable skittles evening at The 
Bell at Hoby, followed by supper. Anne Biggadike won the Carolyn 

Newel Skittles Trophy for the highest score.

The monthly meeting was Members Night. Ann Redman was President 
and Gill Clark was Secretary. Three members gave talks on ‘ Holidays and 
Hobbies’.

Jackie Dunn recounted her happy memories of Christmas and New Year in Cape 
Town. She said how friendly and welcoming everyone was and we were able to see 
some lovely photographs of South A frica.

From warm climes to the cold of Northern Canada. Jean Smith told us of her 
wonderful experience of polar bears at Churchil l, which is on the migratory route of  
the bears, in Autumn when they return to the sea and ice for winter.

Barbara Hawkins told us about her hobby of genealogy. She gave us useful 
information addresses and tips on how to start our own family tree. She stressed the 
importance of recording parents’ and grandparents’ experiences and keeping 
documental evidence. Also recording ones own life and experiences and dating all 
photographs and who people are.

The three talks were most interesting and entertaining and Paddy Thurley gave the 
vote of  thanks. Members then enjoyed delicious refreshments.

The competition was won by Sue Wadsworth, Anne Biggadike was second and Anne 
Dames third.

Members went to a demonstration of making 
hanging baskets at Ashwell Garden Centre.

On June 21st a visit is arranged to Tollethorpe 
Hall - ‘ The Importance of  Being Earnest’ - 
and the monthly meeting on June 28th is a talk 
by Mr Kevin Mann on the Restoration of  the 
Grantham Canal.

Long Clawson W I 

Sale Trail
Sunday 17 June  
11:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

Maps showing all the venues taking 
part will be available on the day. 

Look out for the WI logo at 
participating houses.

Lots to Buy and 
W.I. Refreshments 
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BUS SERVI CE TO NOTTINGHAM  - 80 years ago
Busman Billy as passengers knew him 
was William Coy. He started the f irst 
passenger service from Harby to 
Nottingham with a horse and cart 
delivering parcels and some passengers 
via Colston Bassett and Cotgrave. The 
horse and cart was replaced with a 
Model T Ford, also used to deliver coal 
round the vil lage when not going to 
Nottingham. He then progressed with 
Chevrolet and Bedford buses, parking at 
the rear of  Black Boy Hotel for 
passengers to be dropped off  and 
collected. Ted Wright & Ralph Moulds 
were other drivers.

Coy’ s Bus Service return fare from 
Harby to Nottingham in 1933 was 2 
shil l ings - workmen going on first bus at 
7:45am - 1 shil l ing 3d.

Coy’ s was sold to Barton’s in 1935.

Henry (Pip) Coy, son of the late William 
Coy

Pip, left
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Antique Restoration - French 
Polishing - Hand-made furni ture
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Belvoir First Aid is a local 
charity that is available to 
assist you in providing First 
Aid cover for local events, 
fetes and similar. For 

booking forms and further information 
please see 
www. b el v oi r f i r s t ai d. or g . u k

We are also looking to raise funds to 
purchase a community First Aid event 
ambulance. If you feel you would like to 
support this worthwhile fundraising 
activity please contact us through the 
web site for details.

The Journal 
is printed 
through the 

generosity of  
the British 

Parachute School, L angar. For 
details of parachute jumping and 
sky-diving ring 01949 860878.
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Stathern Garage
We now service and repair 

Vehicle Air Conditioning
Re-gas, Service, Leak Test &

Clean 
Prices from just £45.00 + VAT

For prompt and personal attention
call in or 

Telephone 01949 860205
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Support your local shop!
Car Tax &  competitive Car Insurance. 

Commi ssion Free Foreign currency &  travellers 
cheques. Home &  travel insurance. Telephone Top-

up  cards. Free Personal Banking! *  

Pay al l  your bills and send a parcel  or two!

News/Mags/Groceries/Alcohol/Tobacco/
cards/stationery/bakery/deli goods.

Tel ephone 01949 860200

* With A & L, Barclays, Lloyds, Cahoot & Co-op. Also 
various other banks depending on the type of account you 

have.

GRAHAM  BURTON 
MOTOR ENGI NEERS

   *BOSC H & AU TOC OM  DIAGN OSTICS CENTRE
     (using the  la test equipme nt)
        * SER VICIN G & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES
           * EXH AUSTS. BATTER IES & BRAKES
              * COMPLETE TYRE SERVI CE 
                 * MOT CLASS 4 & CLASS 7 
                    * AIR  COND ITI ON ING

YOU R Lo ca l fr iendly gara ge
'5 STAR' perso nal SERVIC E

by hig hly qu alified, h elp ful sta ff

Call Graham  or D avid  on 01 15 989  9511
Unit 9 C analside  Industr ial Park, Kin oulton R oad, 

Cro pwell Bisho p, No ttin gham

GARY SMI TH
BUI L DI NG CONTRACTOR

ALL  TYPES OF BUI L DING WORK  
UNDERTAK EN FROM POI NTI NG A 
CHI MNEY TO BUI L DI NG A HOUSE.

EXTENSIONS AND AL TERA TI ONS A 
SPECI AL I TY.

ALL  DOM ESTI C JOI NERY, BRI CK WORK 
AND PLASTERING.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON 
TELEPHONE • 01949 860474,

EMAIL - INFO@GCSMITH-BUILDER.CO.UK
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.GCSMITH-BUILDER.CO.UK.

��� ��� ��� ��� � � 	 
 � ����
 Agricultural and Plant Contractor

 Plant Hire . All Ground Works etc.

Small or large scale landscaping etc.

·  House footings; driveways; ponds & lakes etc.
·  Competitive rates
· � Free quotes

Southlea,  3 Stathern Lane,  Harby,  Melton Mowbray,  Leics,  LE14 4DA 

Telephone 01949 860288  .   Mobile 07971 022867
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WIL LI AM
ROBERTS AND SONS

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Est 1930

Dignity and Discretion from a local  business

Private Chapels of Rest
Monumental  Stonework

Devon Ford, Devon L ane, Bottesford
Tel: (01949) 842401 - (24 Hours)

Contact us for informat ion on pre-paid arrangements with Golden Charter

Brian Cottingham &  Son Ltd
Electr ical Engineers

Electrical installations - domestic, commercial and industrial

Electrical breakdown maintenance and repairs

Electrical installation inspection and testing

Lee Cottingham
Tel:  01949 869 449 * Office:  0115 944 3622 * Mobile:  07860 430 722

Email:  briancottingham.son@ukgateway.net


