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CARLY CHALLENGES, 
AND POPPY APPEALS

Carly Johnson and John Dewey are shown here 

proudly displaying the awards presented to them.

Carly, age 9, was the youngest competitor in 
Harby’s 2011 Belvoir Challenge.

As her Grandad Melvie has Parkinson's disease, she thought she would like to help the 

cause, and so she walked the 16 miles in 5 hrs and 41 mins, raising in total £410.

Carly, as she crossed the finish line, said “It was a very long way, and it made my legs 
ache but I did enjoy walking the whole 16 miles.” Grandad Melvie added “I am really 
proud of Carly, she did so well to raise all that money, and hopefully it will be spent well 

by Parkinson’s UK.” She wishes to thank everyone who sponsored her.

John, age 82, received his Royal British Legion Star Volunteer Award for his 63 years 
outstanding service to the Poppy Appeal.
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10 Main Street, Harby,
Melton Mowbray LE14 4BNC J GreenHARBY GARAGE

Telephone 01949 860213

BODYWORK, ACCIDENT DAMAGE,

GENERAL MECHANICAL REPAIR

Mon - Fri 7 am - 7 pm

Sat      7.30 am - 7 pm

Sun          9 am - 1 pm
       

        the

        tea

        junction

W J Smith
Building & Roofing Contractors

Established 35 years

All types of building & roofing work undertaken

No job too small

For a quote at competitive rates telephone :

Home - 01949 860169 Mobile - 07946172571 

0776 781 2514
Mon - Fri 8 am - 2 pm

           Sat 8 am - 1 pm

P h o n e   a n d   c o l l e c t

Repairs * Furniture Stripping * Upholstery * Rattan 
Caning * Wicker & Rush Work * Leather Work * 

Marquetry & Inlays * Veneers * Woodturning

Tel: 01949 860687 or 07989 697041

Furniture 
Restoration
& French 
Polishing
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Editors Ramblings 
THEY WALK AMONG US -Continued from last month...

IDIOT SIGHTING NO. 5
The traffic light on the corner buzzes when it's on red and safe to cross the road. I was 

crossing with an intellectually challenged friend of mine. She asked if I knew what the 
buzzer was for. I explained that it signals blind people when the light is red. Appalled, 

she responded, “What on earth are blind people doing driving?!” She is a Local County 
Council employee in Harrow, Middlesex.

IDIOT SIGHTING NO. 6
My husband and I arrived at our local Ford dealer to pick up our Car. We were told the 

keys had been locked in it. In the Service Department was a mechanic working 
feverishly to unlock the Driver's door.

As I watched from the passenger side, I instinctively tried the door handle and 

discovered that it was unlocked.

“Hey,” I announced to the Mechanic, “it’s open!”
He replied, “I know. I already did that side.”

This was at the Ford dealership in St Albans, Hertfordshire.

AND... did you see the shocking news about the kids that can’t even tie their own 

shoelaces? I picked up the following gem hidden away in a trade magazine, from a 
business executive in response to this news of lack of basic skills among today’s 
youngsters: “In my day only three per cent of 16 year-olds were numerically illiterate 

as compared with the other 98 per cent who were capable of complex mathematics”. 

Useful numbers
Leicestershire Police 0116 222 2222

Crimestoppers  0800 555 111
Harby Neighbourhood Watch     860081

NHS Direct  08 45 46 47
Long Clawson surgery 01664 822214
Childline  0800 11 11

Samaritans  08457 90 90 90
Severn Trent Water 0800 783 4444

Melton Borough Council  01664 502 502

The Harby Journal editor is

Kevin Becken, 5 Boyers Orchard, 
Harby.

Tel:  01949 860081

email: kevinbecken@talktalk.net

Submission by the 15th of each 
month for the following month 

edition.

Bottesford Police Station
opening times

Mondays 2 pm - 4 pm
Wednesdays 6 pm - 8 pm
  Fridays    10 am - 12 noon

except Bank Holidays
At other times contact

0116 222 2222 or
999 in an emergency

Post Office at Harby Garage
41 Nether Street, Harby, LE14 4BW

Mon to Friday 9 am - 5.30 pm

Saturday 9 am  - 1 pm
Sunday  Closed
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Dates for your diary - all at Harby Village Hall, open to all

   Supporting Pre-school

Mon 16 May  Open Morning / Craft Session (time to be 
announced)

Sat 21 May  Spring Fair 10 am - 12 noon.  If you can help with 
donations or spare some time to get involved, please let us know.

Sat 21 May  Music Night, 8 pm - late. Two live bands and disco. Tickets £3

To buy a ticket or help at the fair - call 

0777 92 72 074

 SEE AD OPPOSITE....

The children at Harby Pre-School had a 

very special Easter celebration this week. 

Mums, Dads, Grandparents and friends 
turned up to hear the children sing festive 
songs like "Chick Chick Chicken" and 

"Peter Rabbit" whilst showing off their 
fantastic array of Easter bonnets. The 

children enjoyed an egg hunt in the 
outdoor play area and indoor picnic while 
the grown ups relaxed with hot cross buns 

and cups of tea.

John helps with the annual collection from six villages, raising some £4,500 each year. 
John has previously received an RBL Gold Badge - the highest honour that can be 

awarded to a member. John wants to carry on for another two years and receive the 65 
year badge, and that will complete his collection!

Very Well Done! Congratulations to Carly and John, two fantastic achievements for very 
worthy causes! - Ed.

... continued from front page
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HARBY ST MARY’S CHURCH

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY MAY 2011
Sunday 1 8.30 am Communion.

Wednesday 4 12.15 pm lunch in village hall.

Sunday 8 6.30 pm Evensong.

Wednesday 11 7.30 pm Confirmation service conducted by the Rt. Rev Bishop  
  Christopher Boyle.

Sunday 15 10.30 am Family Communion, 6.30 pm Compline.

Sunday 22 10.30 am Family Service.

Sunday 29 10.30 am Benefice Communion at Bottesford.

A BIG THANK YOU

Many thanks for the generous donations for the lovely Easter lilies.

FUNERAL

Stuart Oxley died on 24 March and his funeral service was conducted by Rev Fred 
Connell on 4 April in St Mary’s Church.

We are sorry to hear of the death of Robert Glaistor.

Support Harby Pre-School 
Spring Fair

21 May, 10 am – 12 noon in Harby Village Hall

Fantastic raffle prizes include: days out at… 
Theme parks; Southwell Races; castles; leisure centres; farms & Belvoir 

Brewery tour. Also Ragdale Hall gift voucher; manicures & Tigi hair products.

Stalls include: Plants; face painting; tombola; sweets & home-made cakes.

Enter the miniature garden competition - bring a garden no larger than a plate 
- prizes to be won.

Live Music Night

21 May, 8pm to late in Harby Village Hall

Two Harby rock / pop bands, followed by disco, bar & burgers

Tickets are £3 from Lynn Ponsonby or Kay Hardiman

Please support your local pre-school Tel: 0777 9272074
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VALLEY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Welcome to VCF notices for May
Time, how much of it do you and I have? Time for the list of things 

today, time for things tomorrow? Time for all the plans and dreams 
we long ago set out to achieve. Time for our family, our children, our spouse. Time for 

the friends we promised to see. Time for the letters and emails we need to write. Time 
for the thousands of words we want to say. Time for the mail we need to read. Time for 
the words we want to hear. Time for exercising and playing. Time for travelling, for 

exploring. Time for the books we could read, the words we could write. Time for the 
songs we want to sing, for the music we want to hear. Time for seeing and savouring. 

Time for resting and receiving. Time for the life we want to live. Time for more than just 
managing our lives. Time for enjoying being alive.   

Time is that elusive element of living. Like chasing the wind, it constantly escapes us. 

Round and round we go reaching for more of it. And all the time it is following us, 
creeping up on us, slowly but silently swallowing our past and present moments. Ironic 
isn't it, to know that just as we want more of time, it swallows more of us. There can 

never be enough of it... or can there? Can we expand the time we have by living 
intentionally, wide awake to each moment we exist in? Can we be more conscious, more 

joyous, more fully alive, more acutely aware? Jesus came that we may have life in all its 
fullness. If we ask we will receive. If we look for the giver of abundant life He will be 
found. If we open the door to our hearts and our lives, He will come in. We cannot extend 

time but we can expand our present moments through the widening of our vision, the 
deepening of our understanding, the thankfulness of our souls and the opening of our 

hearts. "All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us." J.R.R. Tolkien.

 SUNDAY SERVICES IN MAY commencing at 10.30 am 

 1st   Morning Service with Holy Communion. Junior Church

 8th    All Age Family Service
 15th  Morning Service and Junior Church 

 22nd  Morning Service with visiting speaker. Junior Church 
 29th  Morning Service and Junior Church 

WHAT ELSE?

A new Alpha Course running at Dove Cottage Tea Room starts the first week of the month. Please 
ring any of the numbers listed if you are interested in joining this next course. 

Home groups, Babes and Tots, Jubilee Club (60+ friendship group), Marriage prep courses, Art 
Workshops and more. Check out what's happening at VCF by logging on to harbycf.org.uk.

LISTEN TO UCB RADIO on DAB or streamed from the Internet at ucbmedia.co.uk

Free booklets - WORD FOR TODAY. Inspiration for every day explained in a practical 'down to earth' 
way. Published by UCB (United Christian Broadcasters). If you would like a copy, ring Ruth on 
861461, Joy on 861415 or UCB on 0845 60 40 401. Alternatively try the web site lookingforgod.com

For further information on any courses or activities please contact Pastor Steven Wright (861835). 
To book the small hall for children's parties or other functions please contact Ruth De Silva 
(861461). Please note before booking that there is a no smoking and no alcohol policy on the 
premises for party events.
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HARBY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  Jane Wheeler

24th March - Dirty and Smelly - Mrs. J. Moulds
Mrs. Janice Moulds gave a funny and informative talk on health and hygiene 
in the 17th century. She is a volunteer speaker for the National Trust and 

affiliated to Woolsthorpe Manor. She arrived in the full costume of a working 
woman on a farm, and explained that working women had only two sets of 

clothes which they washed about three times a year in the stream! Urine was used as a 
bleach! No dresses were worn, always a wool skirt and black jacket, and they didn't see 
the need for underwear. The women bathed once a year in May whether they needed 

to or not!! They smelt quite badly but as they were all in the same boat no one 
noticed. Soap was made on the farm and used to wash themselves and their long hair. 

The men shaved their heads and wore wigs. Urine was used on women’s faces and 
they rubbed tobacco in their hair to kill the lice. Anti-perspirant was cat dung mixed 
with vinegar!

The toilet was invented in 1596 but only queen Elizabeth could afford to install one. 

The farms had outside middens with chamber pots inside the houses. Life expectancy 
was short and the average age was 35 in the country and 30 in towns. Women were 

past their prime at 20 and insufferable by 30! Herbs were grown on the farm and used 
for remedies and they cleaned their teeth with soot or salt on a piece of wood.

They had bad smells and good smells in their homes. Bad smells from hanging meat, 
blood and farmyard smells; and good smells from baking bread, which was always 

brown, casseroles and vegetables and pies and puddings. They drank ale, cider and 
homemade fruit wine. Milk was used to make butter and cheese. They drank from 

pewter pots and ate with knives and spoons which were then cleaned with straw and 
never washed!!

I'll never say "the good old days" again!!

Meeting May 26th - Resolutions Evening.

Annual Summer Fete
Sunday 15 May 2011 1.30 pm – 4.30 pm

This will be our 14th Summer Fete and it is currently our biggest 

fundraiser of the year.

This year we have some new attractions including a fun dog show, cake and produce 
competition for both adults and children and some fabulous new stalls. Lots of family 

entertainment, bouncy castle and refreshments including a BBQ and cream teas. We 
have our Grand Prize Draw with a first prize of a 19” flat screen TV!  We still have 

spaces available if you would like to book a stall, please contact us for a booking form.

Donations of cake, produce, bottles, plants and tombola prizes will be most gratefully 
received.

Dove Cottage Day Hospice, Canal Lane, Stathern, Melton Mowbray LE14 4BX

Tel: 01949 860303 Email: lisa@dovecottage.org
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HARBY HISTORY GROUP
INVITATION TO ALL VILLAGERS TO THE AGM

Thursday 19 May 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

The Harby History Group invites all to the Annual General Meeting. We shall present the 

accounts for the production of the book “Harby: village life in the Vale of Belvoir” and 
summarize the ongoing work of preserving original village documents and photographs.

We shall welcome ideas from the meeting on what other work may be done to collect 
Harby’s history and to make it available to present and future Harby people.

Extract from an email from a descendent of the Dickman family of Harby, living in 
Plettenberg Bay, South Africa:

“The book on Harby has just arrived and it has hugely exceeded my expectations. It is 
beautifully put together and I think a real gift to the village and to visitors. I can't wait 
to read it. Thank you for all the effort to get it safely to me. My Mom is tickled pink!!”

John Blundy, Chairman Harby History Group

HARBY VILLAGE HALL
19 March - What a weekend! Firstly, a Jumble Sale during the day 

which raised a very respectable £455. Many thanks, as ever, to 
everyone who donated jumble (yet again bargain hunters had lots of 

items to rummage through and haggle over). Special thanks to Sam, 
Bella and Sally for all their help collecting and pricing the goods. A good 
team effort! Then... to follow... in the evening a quiz with a sausage and mash supper. 

A great turnout produced a competitive and lively evening that raised a staggering £840. 
Thanks to all who supported but particularly to Neil Hansford for 'agreeing' to be our 

Questionmaster for the evening!

9 April - 50/50 Auction. Once again bargains galore - breadmakers to baskets, scooters 
to scanners! Buyers from far and wide descended on the hall to snap up bargains and 
£500 was raised for hall funds. Thanks to Paul 'Tim Wannacott Wannabe' Steward  for 

his auctioneer services!

Forthcoming Events

19 June  Open Gardens, Scarecrows, Stalls and Cream Teas. From 1 pm. If you 
would like to 'open' your garden for others to enjoy (it doesn't have to be big or in pristine 

condition - all gardens are interesting!) please contact Jocelyn on 861422 or Justine on 
860480. There will also be a scarecrow trail - there is no theme as such this year so let 

your imagination run wild! Entry forms available soon in the garage, so we can include 
your scarecrow on our map of the village. Homemade scones and cakes and a choice of 
tea will be available in the village hall tea-room.

9 July  Proms in the Park - relax with live classical music from the Nottingham Concert 
Band. Bunting, flags, hot food, Pimms Bar, full licensed bar etc on the Leys. Advance 
tickets priced at £5 per adult (Andy Dunlop 861599) or £6 on the night -  look out for 

posters and keep the date free for what will be a fabulous relaxing evening in our village!
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TREE WARDEN’S NOTES 
SOME FAMOUS TREES

The Much Marcle Yew Taxus baccata, 
Herefordshire

In the churchyard of St Bartholomew’s is a 
gigantic yew. Presumed to be at least 1000 

and possibly 1500 years old, it has a girth of 
9.42 m / 30’ 11”. It is completely hollow for 
the first 3.05 m / 10’ 0” and had been fitted 

with a bench inside the hollow. The branches 
are supported on cast iron columns.

The Kew Gingo (Maidenhair) Gingko 
biloba

The first gingko to be famous in Britain. It 
came from China to the Duke of Argyll’s 
estate at Whitton then it was moved to Kew 

in 1762 for the Dowager Princess of Wale’s 
new arboretum. In China it might reach 1000 

years but it doesn’t like our climate that much 
and tends to grow faster but die younger.

Its hardiness was unknown, so it was planted 

against the wall of the Great Stove glass 
house for protection. This was subsequently 
demolished in 1861, which left the ginkgo 

standing alone. It is a multi-stemmed tree, 
probably due to the transplanting and moving 

early in its life which may have accounted for 
it losing its growing point.

In 2002 it rightly became one of the 50 “Great 
British Trees” in a scheme run by the Tree 

Council to celebrate the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee.

Maidenhair trees are the only surviving 

members of the ancient group of plants which was widespread at the same time as the 
dinosaurs, 180-200 million years ago. They have only been saved from extinction 
through cultivation.

The male trees have pollen-producing catkins, whilst female trees bear the rather smelly 
seeds. In China, these seeds are used in bird's nest soup, as a digestion aid, and as a 
hangover cure. Leaf extracts are used to treat circulatory problems, such as tinnitus and 

Reynaud's disease (also called white-finger), and are included in some after-shave lotions.

See Harby Journal Nov 09 for Gingko (Maidenhair) trees in Harby.

Alan Semper, Harby Tree Warden, 01949 861 109, alan.semper@talktalk,net
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Harby Church of England Primary School
expanding horizons, exploring potential for children aged 4 -10 yrs
phone/fax 01949860553 e-mail office.school@harby.leics.sch.uk

www.harbyleicssch.org.ik

Child care with Planet Play 
8.00 am – 8.50 am and 3.15 pm - 6.00 pm

Year 5 and 6 visit to 
Aylmerton Field Study 
Centre
At the time of writing, the year 5 & 6 

pupils are on a residential visit in North 
Norfolk. This was the latest mysterious 
message from the group – ‘We are 

currently on the trail of an alien and are 
heading along the beach’. No doubt 

there will be further news of the 
Aylmerton visit from Mr Simpkins in the 
next Harby Journal.

The final total for the amount raised by The Belvoir Challenge 
this year is £13,882. Some of the proceeds will be used to 

create a sensory garden in school, with raised beds and 
musical instruments sited around the grounds. The children 
are helping to design the garden. They also send a big thank 

you to all the organizers and helpers whose time, energy and commitment to this event make 
a difference to our school. We do apologise to anyone who was inconvenienced by the event.

World War II
Pupils in Year 3 & 4 have been studying World War II. They had a visit to Beaumanor Hall, and 

were met there by the Homeguard. 
The children left school in the 
morning dressed in period clothing, 

with their lunches wrapped in 
greaseproof paper tied with string. 

Each experienced life as an evacuee, 
complete with air raid shelters and 
code-breaking activities. To bring this 

topic to a close, the class held a VE 
day street party making all the items 

necessary including: table 
decorations; flags; food – jelly & 
cake. Musical entertainment was 

provided with boys playing 
harmonicas followed by games.
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2009  2010

Medieval Banquet
The reception and year 1 and 2 classes held a Medieval day. 

The pupils and staff dressed up in costumes to get a feel of life 
in Medieval England. Throughout the day the pupils made 
hobby horses, learnt medieval dancing and had a medieval 

style banquet.

Village Defibrillator
Readers may have noticed a bright yellow 
box on the end wall of the T-Junction cafe / 

Post Office. What is it? I will explain.... It is 
an external automatic defibrillator in its 

custom made enclosure. It has been made 
possible to install this equipment through the 
generosity of local businesses, the local 

Lions charity and a grant from Leicestershire 
County Council. It has been provided 

through the Community Heartbeat Trust – a 
national charity which provides similar 
equipment to many locations throughout the 

UK. CHT works with the local ambulance 
service in the operation of the equipment 

and should an emergency occur then the ambulance service may direct a member of 
the public to the equipment and advise them of the entry code for the box. 
Defibrillators are easy and safe to use and can be used with little or no training. Rapid 

use of such equipment can save lives, which is why there is currently a national move 
to getting as many of these available as possible. They are intended as an additional 

geographically local 24/7 resource in addition to the emergency services, community 
responders and other emergency service organisations; providing even greater security 
for communities in the event of a medical emergency.

For more information go to www.communityheartbeat.org.uk
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Leicestershire Constabulary reported that in the last year the number 
of break-ins at commercial/farming premises had doubled from 40 
to 78 reports. In response to this, a month long cross border 

operation was put together called ‘Operation Ball.’ Officers from 
Melton were in daily contact with their colleagues in 

Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire sharing intelligence and pooling 
resources. Officers were working during the day, and through the 

night, stopping transit vans, tractors, commercial vehicles and scrap 

metal lorries to check that they had not been stolen. 

In a joint operation with Nottinghamshire Police, three warrants were executed under 
the Theft Act 1968 on Monday 11th April at two separate addresses in Harby and 

another address in Langar.  Four people were arrested on suspicion of theft and a 
number of vehicles were recovered from the properties which the police believe to have 
been stolen from Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire including;

A road roller;  Three tractors;  A bale lifter;  Three 4x4 vehicles;  A 14 
tonne excavator worth £50,000;  A transit van;  Two cars. 

Inspector John Gray, Commander of Melton Mowbray local policing unit, said; “We have 
seen an increase in rural crime including offences such as theft from outbuildings, metal 
thefts, tractor and trailer thefts and burglaries.

We are encouraging farmers and people who live and work in the 
countryside to help us by keeping their property secure and locked away 
with keys out of sight and, where possible, to use crime prevention 
measures such as good external lights and alarms and to mark their 
property to deter thieves from stealing it.  We have had a very good 
response from the community so far from local people who haven’t 
minded being pulled over when we’ve explained what we were doing.” 

Members of the police beat team will hold regular beat meetings at Dove 
Cottage Tea rooms - the first Tuesday of each month, starting

Tuesday 3rd May. Time: 2.00 – 3.30 pm.

Come and chat.

Gill Becken,  Principal NHW coordinator

www.rainbows.co.uk/walkoflife/
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Let’s go out for a walk this week!  

Vale of Belvoir Ramblers
May 2011 walks
Sun 1 Bunny, Notts  6 miles 10:00 am.  
 Over fields and up Bunny Hill

Sun 8 Burton Lazars, Leics 11 miles  10:00 am.

 Burrough Hill, Thorpe Satchville and the Dalbys

Sat 14 Gunthorpe, Notts 4 miles 10:00 am. 
 An easy walk for Ramblers 'Get Walking' weekend

Sun 15 Nocton, Lincs  7 miles 10:00 am. 
 A pleasant Bluebell walk - if our timing is right!

Sun 22 Culverthorpe Lakes, Lincs     11 miles 10:00 am.  

 Attractive rolling country between Sleaford and Grantham

Wed 25 Normanshill Wood, Notts        8 miles   10:00 am.  
 Newstead, Papplewick and Linby

Sun 29 Cromford, Derbys 17 miles 09:00 am.  

 Early start for a big circle round Cromford

Tue 31 Muston, Leics 5 miles 19:00 pm.    
 First of this season's evening strolls

Our May programme has a real mixture of walks: from an easy stroll at Gunthorpe for 
'Get Walking Weekend' to 17 hilly miles around Cromford. We have morning and day 

walks, and start our summer evening strolls at the end of May. Our main walking day 
is a Sunday but for those who are free, there are opportunities on other days.

New walkers are always welcome for 2 or 3 try-out walks before joining the 

Ramblers. When you join the Ramblers you can choose which local group to belong to, 
but you’re free to go on any Ramblers group’s walks. For information about Ramblers 
local groups and walks, see the online Walks Finder at www.ramblers.org.uk

Call 0115 9825600 for a free Vale of Belvoir Ramblers programme.

Be a hero and sign up for Walk of Life 2011 as part of Children’s Hospice Week and 
help to support children and young people from across the East Midlands. All ages and 
abilities can take part - to register costs just £5.00 per person for all those aged sixteen 
and over,  and children under sixteen can walk for free but must be accompanied by a 

participating adult. All participants will receive a goody bag and medal. Once you have 
registered you will receive sponsor forms and fundraising pack.

Don’t think you can walk 5 or 15 miles? That isn’t a problem –  join us for as little or as 

much of the walk as you’d like, and ride The Walk of Life bus.
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Parish Council News    Anne Dames

This is the report for the meeting of the Parish Council that was held in Hose Village 
Hall on the 14th March. There is no report for the April meeting.

There was a planning application for 72 Boyers Orchard, which consisted of a ground 

floor extension to form a study and utility room, a lounge extension and orangey. The 
Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds that there is already a 

problem with drainage and flooding in this area which could be exacerbated, and the 
distance of the proposed extension to the boundary wall was not shown on the plans.

The second application was to improve and extend the existing workplace at the 
Garden Studios, The Farmyard, Colston Lane, Harby. This was a revised application and 

the Parish Council had no objections.

Melton Borough Council are addressing the Green Space Planning Policy; Councillors 
will meet with MBC consultants to inform them about Green Spaces within the Parish.

The installation of water at the newly developed allotments on Stathern Lane was 

discussed. Various options were considered and the offer from Mr Howard Coy to install 
this at a cost of £300 was accepted. A water meter would be purchased to record 

consumption. 

The Diamond Jubilee Beacons for June 2012 is ongoing.

Thanks to Mr Alan Semper for arranging the Litter Picking day and all of you who 
volunteered to make this such a success. Thanks also to the WI who provided 
refreshment which will be paid for by the Parish Council. It was agreed the Girl Guides 

could use the equipment for their own event.

The NHS Leicestershire and Rutland has made an initial assessment of which areas of 
Leicestershire and Rutland are rural in character for the purposes of dispensing 

services. This has put Long Clawson as NON RURAL. The consultation on their 
assessment will run for a total of 60 days from 9th of March to 28th March. It will then 

be suspended until 9th May due to the local council elections. This proposal could mean 
residents in Long Clawson will no longer be able to obtain medicines from the 
Pharmacy alongside the Surgery. It is feared such a decision could affect the long term 

funding into the Long Clawson Practice. Do let your voice be heard. A form can be filled 
in on line on http://www.lcr.nhs.uk/Gettinginvolved.aspx. I am available to give a little 

more information if necessary.

It was agree the Tug of War Team could use the Leys for their event on the 1st May.

The next meeting will be the AGM and ordinary meeting on 16th May.

HARBY VILLAGE HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Saturday evenings are available throughout the summer, so why not hold your 
birthday party, or anniversary, or other special occasion there? Kitchen facilities are 

available for all users, and we can arrange a manned bar too if you wish.
For details of available dates and hire rates, contact

Kevin Becken:   01949 860081
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Belvoir Community Forum
The Belvoir Community Forum meeting was held at Waltham on the Wolds Village Hall 

on 15th March 2011 and was attended by 50 residents, councillors and officers. 
Beforehand was a 30 minute opportunity for networking and sharing information, when 
local residents could meet each other, or talk informally on a one to one basis with 

officers from Leicestershire County Council, Melton Borough Council, and the Police.

Green Spaces in Leicestershire

The main item was on Green Spaces in Leicestershire. Residents were asked to mark on 
maps the local Green Spaces of importance to them. They were asked to explain why 

they valued them - for Landscape value, for Natural value, for Recreational value or for 
Community value. Derk van der Wardt (Team Leader for Community Engagement at 

Leicestershire County Council) explained that the results from this and twenty-six other 
Community Forums being held across Leicestershire over the next couple of months  
would be collated and help inform local policy and planning processes, as well as the 

County Council’s response to emerging national policies.

Local Policing issues

Inspector John Gray, Melton Local Policing Unit, reported that crime and anti-social 
behaviour were both down on the comparable period last year. He invited local residents 

to view the new crime data website police.uk through which they could draw important 
intelligence giving detailed localised information on crimes committed. In response to 
questions about anti-social parking in Harby, and the police response to an incident in 

Bottesford, he undertook to investigate and report back to the Forum.

Localism Bill

Derk van der Wardt presented information about the Localism Bill and the opportunities 
that the Localism Act will give to local communities. He described the new freedoms and 

flexibilities for local government; reform of the planning system to make it more 
democratic and effective; reform to ensure that decisions about housing are taken 

locally; and, probably most importantly for residents in the Belvoir area, new rights and 
powers for communities and individuals. County councillor Byron Rhodes believed that 
Leicestershire’s commitment to the “Big Society”, including specific allocation of funding 

to support Big Society projects, gave local communities the potential to take up their new 
rights and powers. He encouraged Forum attendees to begin thinking about what their 

ideas might be.

The chair of the Forum, Peter Holbrook, was pleased with the positive and purposeful 
character of the meeting, and that its format had helped to increase community input. 
In closing, he thanked people for coming but appealed to them to continue to supply him 

with ideas of subjects for discussion and action which were of local importance.

The next meeting is likely to be in September 2011 and full details will be available nearer 
the time on

www.leicestershireforums.org/belvoir/meetings.html

If you have any questions regarding the Community Forum, or ideas for topics to be 

discussed, please contact Paul Goodman, Community Engagement Officer, on 0116 
3058015 or email paul.goodman@leics.gov.uk
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Sunday 12th June

 Corn Dolly Challenge & Fun Run

JRCS Falconry

 Companion Dog Show
Craft & Market, Music & Displays, Inflatables and Games

Vintage Cars, Tractors and Bikes, Pony Rides, Dog Agility, 
Refreshments

 Admission £1-50 includes Parking 
Bhaji Night  Saturday 11th June

Live music, Catering by Indian Nights, Bar
Kids Disco – Friday 10th June includes Hot Dog and disco

In aid of village groups, City Hospital Cancer Unit & Glenfield Heart Unit

www.hicklingvillage.org.uk

On 8th May 2011
Can You Make it ‘Round the Point’ 

for Dove Cottage
The village of Eastwell will once again host its 5km walk/run round the 
renowned ‘point’ on the edge of the Vale of Belvoir to support Dove Cottage 

Day Hospice, Stathern.

The event, which takes place on quiet country roads will start at 11.30am 
(registration from 10.45 in Eastwell village).

There will be free refreshments after the event.

All participants will receive a souvenir of the event which will entitle them to 

free entry to the 14th Annual Dove Cottage Fete, which will be held on 15th 

May at Dove Cottage, nr Stathern.

For an entry form contact Suzanne Rathbone 01949 860911 or 
collect from Dove Cottage or Long Clawson Surgery.

5k Walk/Run

Eastwell  
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LONG CLAWSON VILLAGE HALL FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Hell said the Duchess - Wed 11th May.

This amazing all-female accordion trio 
present an elegant, eccentric & 
effervescent blend of traditional & 
original music. Book now to avoid disappointment!

James Hickman & Dan Cassidy - Sat 21st May.

A transatlantic folk & roots duo brings driving guitar playing & wonderfully unique 
vocals to their mixture of new & old folk music. Highly recommended!

Clawson 10k run - Sunday 22nd May

BIG SCREEN FILM

The King’s Speech -  Mon 9th May 7.30pm   £4.50 / £3.50

Contact 01664 823295 / 822247 or villagehall@long-clawson.com for details of 

events.

Long Clawson Medical Practice

Patient Participation Group
I wrote recently to let you know about the Patient Participation Group at the Long 

Clawson Surgery and in particular that we are here to represent your views.

It has been really encouraging that so many of you wrote in to Alan Duncan and the 
Primary Care Trust to express your views on losing the bed at Hunters Lodge. I am 
pleased to tell you that the PCT has agreed to sponsor the bed until the 31st May 2011 

to enable the new GP led Consortia decide whether it can afford to keep the bed within 
the new stringent budgetary guidelines.

 I do hope that funding can be found but whatever happens, the PPG and the Surgery 

would like to thank you for your time and concern. By working together we have helped 
patients and their families continue to use the bed at Hunters Lodge and that will make 

a huge difference to those concerned.

Very soon we will be publishing our 
Patient Survey to find out if there are 
any additional services you would like to 

see at the Surgery. Please fill one out – 
copies will be at the Surgery, on the 

website and from PPG Members. If you 
would like a copy sent to you please call 
the Surgery – we look forward to 

hearing your views!

Lynne Marshall - Chairman
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The Journal is 

printed through 

the generosity 

of the British 

Parachute 

School, Langar.

For details of 

parachute jumping and sky-diving :

01949 860878.

skydivelangar.co.uk

Colin Rowland 18 Pinfold Lane

07557095345 Harby

corwlnd@aol.com

Newspaper and Magazine 

deliveries

I can deliver to your door whatever the 

weather, 364 days a year.

Efficient and reliable service.

No order too small and no need to leave 

the house to pay.

A happy and warm
environment for children

from the age of two
Open on Mon, Tues, Thurs and

Fri, 9.00am – 12.45pm
Contact Viv Hewson: 01949 861158 at 
Harby Village Hall or 01949 860354

 

NEW Bible Study Group
Starting 5th May,

10 am to 11.30 am,

fortnightly for 7 sessions.  

Led by  Rev Tony Pick

(retired Methodist Minister)

Venue: 13 Main Street Harby.

All Welcome.
For details contact

Millie Ayto  01949 861504.

HARBY VILLAGE HALL
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Kitchen facilities are available for all 
users, and we can arrange a manned bar 
too if you wish.
For details of 

available dates and 
hire rates, contact
Kevin Becken:   
01949 860081

EXECUTIVE CARS
Luxury Mercedes Travel

For Up To

7 Passengers

All UK Airports & Ports

01664 820077
or

07926 915443
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Stathern Garage

We now service and repair
Vehicle Air Conditioning

Re-gas, Service,

Leak Test & Clean 

Prices from just £45.00 + VAT

For prompt and personal attention

call in or 

Telephone 01949 860205

G A R Y   S M I T H
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK 

UNDERTAKEN FROM POINTING A 

CHIMNEY TO BUILDING A HOUSE.

EXTENSIONS AND ALTERATIONS A 

SPECIALITY.

ALL DOMESTIC JOINERY, BRICKWORK 

AND PLASTERING.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

01949 860474
EMAIL - INFO@GCSMITH-BUILDER.CO.UK

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.GCSMITH-BUILDER.CO.UK.

M. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTDM. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTDM. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTDM. R. J. FAULKS & SON LTD
 Agricultural and Plant ContractorAgricultural and Plant ContractorAgricultural and Plant ContractorAgricultural and Plant Contractor

                Plant Hire   •   All Ground Works etc

• Small or large scale landscaping

• House footings; driveways; ponds & lakes

• Competitive rates

••••    Free quotes

Southlea,  3 Stathern Lane,  Harby,  Melton Mowbray,  Leics,  LE14 4DA 

Telephone 01949 860288     Mobile 07971 022867

Little Langar Lodge

Bed and continental breakfast.
Self-contained Spacious En-suite

Apartment with balcony and
private Entrance.

Off road parking
Internet access

Two double rooms
Viewing welcome.

Harby Road, Langar, Notts. 

Tel/fax  01949-860429

www.littlelangarlodge.com

Home Carers 
Carers required in Vale of Belvoir area.

Experience is not essential as all training 
and support is provided.

Car owners required, walking rounds 
available in Scalford and Waltham.

Competitive rates of pay.

Interested? Not sure? Call us for an 
informal chat about the work involved.

Tel: Lisa 01664 481211 between 
8.30 am & 4.30 pm
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WILLIAM

ROBERTS AND SONS
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est 1930

Dignity and Discretion from a local business

Private Chapels of Rest

Monumental Stonework

Devon Ford, Devon Lane, Bottesford

Tel: (01949) 842401 - (24 Hours)

Contact us for information on pre-paid arrangements with Golden Charter

BRIAN COTTINGHAM & SONBRIAN COTTINGHAM & SONBRIAN COTTINGHAM & SONBRIAN COTTINGHAM & SON
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS

Electrical installations - domestic, commercial and industrial

Electrical breakdown maintenance and repairs

Electrical installation inspection and testing

Lee Cottingham

Tel: 01949 869449  * Mobile: 07860 430 722

Email: lee@briancottingham.co.uk


