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Welcome to  
St Mary’s Church 

Harby 
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Church contacts 
 

Harby St Mary’s is one of nine churches in the 
Vale of Belvoir Team Ministry in the Diocese of 

Leicester. 
 
 
 
 

Team Rector 
To be appointed 

 
 
 

Team Vicar 
Rev'd Fred Connell   

frederickconnell@tiscali.co.uk 
01949 81424 

 
 
 

Harby Churchwardens 
Henry Clark   

henry-clark@lineone.net 
01949 861211 

 
Anne Wheatley 

annewheatley@hotmail.com 
01949 861850 

 
 
 

Benefice Administrator 
Judith Wells  

stmarysbottesford@tiscali.co.uk 
01949 842859 

Other useful contacts 
Baptist Church - 0115 981 8645 
Brownies - Viv Hewson 01949 860354 
Dove Cottage Day Hospice - 01949 860303 
Harby Journal Editor - Kevin Becken 01949 860081 
Leicestershire Police - 0116 222 2222 
Long Clawson Medical Practice - 01664 822214 
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator - Gill Becken    
01949 860081 
Methodist Church - 01664 482132 
Parish Council - clerk@chhparishcouncil.co.uk. 
01949 869477 
Pre-school -  Viv Hewson 01949 860354 
Roman Catholic Church - 01664 562274 
St Mary’s C of E Primary School - 01949 860553 
Vale Choir - Paul Willcock 01949 843 839   
Valley Christian Fellowship - Steven Wright 01949 
860688, stevenwright63@aol.com 
Village website -  www.harby.co.uk 

 
Prayer   

Let us thank  God for:- 
The quietness and beauty of the countryside, its  

plants and animals that surround the church. 
The people in the village of Harby who have  

worshipped here and  been buried in the 
churchyard.  

The rectors and vicars, the churchwardens and all 
who have carried the responsibility for 
maintaining the church and its worship.  

The worn flagstones, the different forms of 
architecture and church fittings that show these 
centuries of use. 

Our being able to belong in the communion of saints 
with those who have used this church in the past. 

 
Let us ask God that:- 
The church and its members may continue to serve 

Him and the village. 
He gives blessing to our lives.  



Service times 
 

 
For details of services please see the  notices in the 
church porch, the Belvoir Angel and the Harby 
Journal. The usual pattern of Sunday services is:- 
 
First Sunday of the month:  
 
8.30  am Prayer Book communion.  
 
A quiet service of about half an hour, using 
traditional words of the Prayer Book, without 
hymns.  
 
Second Sunday of the month:  
 
6.30 pm Evensong (even months) or Holy Commun-
ion (odd months).  
 
A traditional service with hymns, lasting about an 
hour. 
 
Third Sunday of the month: 
 
6.30 pm Compline. 
 
Fourth Sunday of the month: 
 
10.30 am Family Service.  
 
An informal service, lasting about three-quarters of 
an hour, with input from the children  and children’s 
hymns, followed by refreshments. 
 
 
You are most welcome to join us in any of our 
services and other events at the church.   

St Mary’s church,   
 a short history 

 
The name  Harby goes back to Scandinavian  
settlements of the 9th century AD meaning the 
village of  cattle herdsmen.  
 
St Mary’s church is built of  local ironstone on top 
of the hill on the north side of village. It has a 
tower at its western end, a porch on the south, a 
north and south aisle and a spacious chancel. There 
is no mention of a church in the village in 
Domesday book but it was at that time that the 
connection was established with the lord of Belvoir 
Castle who owned much land in and around Harby. 
Rectors of the church are recorded from 1220. The 
present building is mainly in the decorated style 
dating to the 14th century. On the font is carved the 
date 1606. There are five bells  dated  between 
1610 and 1887. Tombstones go back some 300 
years; a booklet with the graveyard survey can be 
inspected inside the church.  
 
The Old Rectory and Harby House were built in 
the 18th and 19th centuries for the Rector and 
Curate. They are now privately owned. The clock 
in the tower is a gift from Duke and Duchess of St 
Albans who were married here in 1839. St Mary’s 
Primary School was opened in 1860. Major 
restoration work to the church was carried out in 
the late 1800s  and the vestry was added in 1903. 
The Duke of Rutland at Belvoir Castle continues 
the long association with Harby by his involvement 
in the appointment of new clergy. 
 
Harby is now part of the Vale of Belvoir Team 
Ministry. Day to day responsibility for the church 
lies with the  annually elected Parochial Church  
Council. 

Other church events 
 

The church, which can be reached from Boyers 
Orchard or School Lane, is open for private 
devotions during daylight hours. 
 
The Book of Remembrance in the south aisle of the 
church is open every day at the page recording 
those who died on that day in past years. Contact 
one of the churchwardens to request an entry in the 
book (certain guidelines apply). 
 
The church lunch is held on the  first Wednesday in 
the month in village hall starting at 12.15 pm. All 
ages are welcome, from parents with toddlers to 
those who have retired. 
 
Shrove Tuesday supper and Harvest supper are 
held in their seasons. 
 
The Teamwork Club  for children 7 to 18 years 
provides outdoor youth activities with a  Christian 
ethos. Contact Paul Towns 01949 861776. 

Other events during the year  in Harby are the 
summer garden fete, Christmas fayre, music 
evenings,  Remembrance Day service and Dove 
Cottage Hospice commemoration service. 
 
To arrange baptisms, weddings, funerals please 
contact one of the churchwardens. Confirmation 
classes are held as the need arises. 
 
A rich assortment of other events  is organized 
through the Team Ministry such as Lent Discussion 
Groups. 


